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Jonathan Pershing is Director of the Climate, Energy and Pollution Program at 
the World Resources Institute, an environmental think tank based in Washington, 
D.C. He works on domestic and international climate and energy policy, including 
emissions trading, energy technology, and the evolving architecture of 
international climate agreements. Pershing is actively involved in projects with 
individual states and the US federal government on climate change and energy 
policy, as well as governments in the Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, the Group of Eight, and major developing nations. He serves 
both on the Resources Panel of the Northeast States Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative and as the facilitator of the RGGI negotiations, on the Advisory Board of 
the Oregon Climate Trust, and on the Chicago Climate Exchange. Pershing 
served for five years as the Head of the Energy and Environment Division at the 
International Energy Agency in Paris, responsible for emissions trading research 
and other energy related policy.  
 
Jonathan served as lead U.S. negotiator for the 1992 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and its 1997 Kyoto Protocol. He has a PhD in 
Geology and Geophysics from the University of Minnesota.  
 
 


